
 

 

Using Preferred Names: Problem Solving Strategies for Faculty  
 
How will the use of Preferred Names affect faculty? 

 {ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ {ŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ нлмуΣ .ƭŀŎƪōƻŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ  

 Faculty should use the class lists on Blackboard to learn student names, check attendance and 
when calling on or addressing students.  

 Faculty should understand that implementing the use of preferred names at the University is 
ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƛǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  
 

Why Are Preferred Names Important? 

 Calling a person by his or her preferred name shows respect.  

 Using studentsΩ preferred nameǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
empowering, safe and nondiscriminatory educational and work environment. A name is an 
extremely important ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ identity. Using the wrong name can cause a person to 
recall a time and experience when they couldƴΩǘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜΦ 
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